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Reference: proposal on using Alaska as a listening post.

STAT

To my knowledge no cruising surveys have every been carried out in Alaska,

although back in 1957/58 consideration was being given to g doing such a survey

in Thule (at the Air Force Base) Greenland. Northing every came of it, for many STAT

STAT

of the reasons which puts'forth. At the time a number of problems

were forseen regarding reception of broadcasting stations year round.

points these out throughott his letter: fadeout conditions, when no signals propagate
to or from the Arctic, sporatic conditions xk with reception being good early

in the morning only (during fall, winter and spring months), etc. STAT

‘ ‘states that the East-West path suffers most with fading (this

would be the one in which FBIS would be interested), with north/South and
South/north path being more reliasble (only Hawaii and water to the south);

althoug 2 indicates that his transmissions were better from New York (east

of Fairbanks/Anchorage), with little coming from Hawaii and San Francisogd

(south of Fafrbanks/Anchorage area). He also admits that Arctic Alaska which

is situate in the Polar Magnetic cap (another factor discouraging an FBIS site)
does suffer periods of severe fadeouts and complete loss of signals "occasionally."
Since FBIS would not have year round stable reception, the Far North has

been discounted as a possible receiver site.

Again he stress the good propagation, early in the morning (during fall
winter and spring months) to the West, all kinds of £t foreign language signals
can be heard. Believe that this reception duplicates what is currently being
dbserved from sites on Okinawa andSeoul, with the possible except of Soviet

stations in the Far North. If we ever think of moving to Alaska, we should

first check whom I believe already operate receiving stairions in

Alaska (Adak and the Aleutians),
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Would have to agree with

that the "economics of building and

operating large quanitiés of local Jjammers would be staggering:'"-—'i‘his is

why back in the 60's the Soviet Union introduced the concept of using their

"jamming" transmitters to broadcast Moscow domestic service programs on the

same frequencies as unwanted signals, This "intentional interference" has worked

out quite well for the Soviet Union,

STAT

On other problem I have with proposal is "in inspecting my

globe, "I find that most of the transmissions from Siberia and North Korea and

China are actually West of Alaska, with only water and Hawaii being south (which

is the good reception path),
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I agree with Chuck completely. This proposal is well-meaning but bizarre.
In addition to the very formidable reception gaps, an Alaskan bureau would provide
no advantages. When monitoring terrestrial signals,proximity to the transmitters

is essential nowadays. Alaska is close only to norhern Canada and Siberia. Neither

of these areas offer promise of productive coverage.

sfxw
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“was me2ant as a “civilized alternative:
to jamming.” He said it would prob-: ‘:
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fore fox‘ei bro&dcasts w1ll be mtegral part of
' Administration campaign to counter spread of Soviet
+ influence. Plans include additional broadeasts to
- Central Asian regions of Soviet Union, bardering .
Persian Guilf and Afghanistan. As indication of new ™
radio push, Pre esident Reagan said he would boost
grants to Radio Free Europe end Radio Liberty from
¢ $94.3 million recommended by previous il
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jamming by Soviets
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In an atternpt 1o overceme xa'nrnn? of
broadeasts by the Soviet Union, the B3C is
increasing its  Russian-langusge broad-
casts, creating @ iive-hour block of pro-

The BBC Russian service has been jam-
med since last Aug uct, along with other
Western services. The Enahqt Inngu.,ge
world service is left alone, howaver, The
BRC also anncunced that a new s‘,rwce
would begin for Afghanistan in the Pushio
language.

Jamming by the Soviet Unien and other
Eastern bloc countres continues io pose
problems for the American services,
Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty as
well.

In its annval report to Congress, RFE/

' RL said that while the BBC and the Voice

of America were free from jamming from
1973 t0 1980, Radio Liberty (which broad-
casts to the Soviet Union) has been jam-
med continuously since 1953, while Radio
Free Europe is jammed continuously in
Cyechos‘ova}fia and Bu‘gana and less

Fr_t. __ .2
Cllb\/ll LIY lli fualig, -

The mmnCia{ statement >num,d iirat the
fwo services. received more than $90
million through annual congressional
gran{ in 1980, and incurred a loss of just

over $5 million. It projected that by fiscal

+year 1982, the annual budget will exceed
- $106 million.
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QL(_otb came . from Chinese !isténors :

aski m;, for rnatcrials lo h“!p them
study English.

When tbe American bxsmes:man»
Willinm Neihaus was kidnappad ard .

held captive for three }O"'x's in Vene- -
Ausia, his captors allowed himto join
them in listening to VOA, “My only
real contact wi 4h the cutside world.”
~atu ally, (‘Gmmumst regimes
“jam’ \Ofl cadcasts, usually cut-
ting their pen ra!zcn by around 30

percert. The ‘Chinese: Communists -~

_stopped “)urx-mmg" in late ‘9’? The
Sovists suspenaed Ja'nrrnb from

_pus in Poland begam i :

_‘VOA tLJUllCI(AL, I soted t}mt Cubz
cut its- ”3ammmv” when the news’
broke on the &h oo‘mg of President
-Reagan. The. assumption” was that’
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each
week are a far better bargain,, ™ 7 7

SRR

\:e',

ndio ceople  bocause .
quickly in.rather hairy
_circums zanccs JU's not so easy get- |

.

Approved For Release 2007/09/26 : CIA-RDP85-00024R000300030006-3

o SR PTES




1

S

»

; \
m',r::-.f!ﬁ 1 PTIRSTROTY SRS

ey 1 Y REITTT

L

S e & PR

Gogd ihancial - @
e avre fepr TS

pews fer HFE/RL

Rezsan budget proposals give
tunding Increase to both services

Reaganomics may be bitter medicine for
snost government programs outside
defense, but not for U.S. propaganda and
infarmatien efforts aimed at countering
Soviet influence and spreading word of the
U.S. around the world. Radio Liberty and
Radio Free Europe would receive about
$87 raillion more in operating funds under
the Rezgan budgzts over the next (wo
vears than they would under those pro-
poscd by former President Carter. And
Reagan plans essentizlly to keep Carler's
proposals for the Voice of America, which

Cinvolve an S$81-million .inctease in fiscal

.

year 1982, o
The Reagan proposals reflect adminis-

- tration determination to carry out

Reagan's campaign pledge totell the world
" of the superiority of the Armerican system
{ over Communism. And administration of-
! ficials see the relatively siall increases in
{ the two broadcast services as an inexpen-
' sive way of engaging in that kind of debate
" worldwide.
Razdio Liberty, which broadcasts news of
. the Soviet Union into that country, and
Radio Free Europe, which offers domestic
news to listeners in other Soviet bloc
countries, are to be given the principal role
“in the ideological battle. National Security
Council staff members, backed by NSC
; chief Richard Allen, are szid to have taken
- ihe iead in proposing lhe increase for ihe
| two szrvices, which are funded through
" the Board for Tnternational Broadcasting.
' The Reagan administration is seeking a
§600,000 supplemental appropriation for
RL/RFE in 1981, for a new total of
1$100,300,000, as well as authority to
divert to operational uses $2,400,000 now
“earmarked for relocating RL/RFE person-
nel back to the U.S. The Reagan adminis-
"tration no longer plans those relocations.
Much of the 53 million total would be
"used to replace facilities lost in the bomb
Blast that wrecked the RL/RFE head-
quarters in Munich last month, as well as
to initiate a new service aimed at Soviet
central Asia. ’
The administration is seeking $4 million

s

!

Broadcasting
April 13, 1981
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Bill to estanlish

U.S. policy council
for international

communicaiions
veady for hearing

The United States' leadership role in sup-
plying technology for international com-
munications and information flow is
threatened by certain other countries’
policies limiting trede and freedom of in-
formation. The U.S. government is
unprepared to negotiate agicements with
these countries, because its communica-
tions policymaking is too ccmpartmen-
talized to recognize and respond to the
problem effectively.

These are the findings of a report to the
House Committee on Government Opera-
tions completed late last year, entitled “*In-
ternational Information Flow: Forging a
New Framnework.® The report is the basis
for 2 bill to create an executive council to
coordinate U.S. policy for international
trade in communications technology and
the flow of informaticn, primarily through
common carriers.

Introduced in mid-February by Repre-
sentative Glenn English (D-Okla.) the In-
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ternational Communications Reorganize
tinn Act will be the subject of hearings U
the Government Operations Subcommit
tee on Government Informnaticn and Ir

" dividual Rights on March 31 and Aprii |

Although the bill's primary puipese is*
solve problems for comron carrier al
equipment companies trading intes
nationally, it is meant also to address *5ib
erosion around the world of the basic den:
ocratic principle of the free flow of info.
mation.”

A growing number of countries, azeoit
ing to the commitiee’s report, are wreciis
barriers against trade in common carii.

with the United States and other cow
tries, for reasons both economic and pob
ical. “*Whether or not the United Staic
agrees,”’ says the report, *'the other n
tions of the world—particularly ouy tre
ing partners in Canada, Japan ar
Furope—are in the midst of developing,
have developed, comprehensive plans ar
policies which deal with the full range
information flow questions in an integr.
ed manner.’ -

To allow the U.S. to develop ils o
policy, the bill (H.R. 1957) would crzate:
executive-level Council on Internatior
Communications and Informatic
Headed by an exccutive secretary ¢

pointed by the President, the cour

would have as its membeais the secrata;

the FCC, the United States trade rer
sentative, the director of the Gffice
Management and Budget, and the as:
tant to the President for National Secu
AfTairs.

According to the bill, the council s*
“coordinate the policies and activities
all federal agencies involving internatic
communications and information,”
shall “‘review all policy determinations
federal agencies, and all propos=d st
ments of United States policy by s
agencies, rtelating fo international «
munications and information, and to
prove, disapprove or modify any s

more for 1982 than the $94,317,000 - policy determination or proposed st

Carter had requested. The reduction from
1981 is more apparent than real, since $3
miltion of the 1981 funds is to meet cur-
rency devaluation needs, and would be
carried over to 1982, .

The major news in the budget for
VOA —whose mission is to disseminale
ncws of the U.S. worldwide—is the $81

. million being sought in 1982 to build relay
stations in Sri Lanka and Botlswana to

i transmit programing to South Asia and-~
i Africa. All told, the Reagan administra-
* tion is secking $187,616,000 for the VOA

|

next year, about $1.2 million less than
Carter had proposed.
Both the Carter and the Reagan budgets

v

s

for 1981 proposed about $101.5 million
for the Voice. But the Reagan administra-
tion would include $1.2 million to keep
open a VOA shortwave facility in Bethany,
Ohio, that is heard in South America and
Africa. The funds would be transferred
from an account that was to finance an in-
crease in personnel to do additional
foreign language broadcasts. However, the
Voice still pluns to add the 64 3/4 hours of
new programing weekly, to a total of 929
hours and 15 minutes by the end of 1981.

The Voice will add its 40th language in
April, when it begins broadcasting in
Azeri to the Soviet Republic of Azerbai-
jan, which borders on ITran. .
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“hpril 23, 1581

STAT,

.well grounded in technical justification.

Your recent mention of the possibility of Tocating VOA short wave radio
stations in Alaska for the purpose of providing radio coverage of the
Eastern bloc nations of Europe is most interesting. As a matter of fact,
for personal reasons, I find the prospect not only exciting but also

Rs you know, one of my hobbies is Amateur Radio and I have found that
reaching and communicating with the Communist nations of Europe is

very easily accomplished from my location here in Fairbarks. I have

many, many times talked with fellow amateurs in Poland, East Germany,
Russia, Czecheslovakia and Rumania. It almost seems easier to contact staticons
in these countries than it is to contact stations in the contiguous states.
I feel that the location of short wave stations in Alaska would be

very advantageous from a propagational point of view as a result of

my experiences on the amateur bands, particultarly 20 meters. As you know
one of the most used short wave broadcasting bands is 19 meters which,

no doubt, would exhibit very similar propagation effects.

While your idea may, on the surface, might seem somewhat farsighted
[ can see a real benefit to the United States in its effort to inform
the enslaved people of Europe through the natural advantage offered
by the location of transmitters in Alaska. I would hope that others
might realize the benefit of what you are proposing and I would offer
whatever assistance 1 might be able to add to your efforts.

Best reqardé,

STAT]

STAT]
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The Honorable Ted Stevens

Office of the Assistant Majority Leader
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Stevens:

Mr. Mark Fowler, Chairman, Federal Communications

Commission, has asked me to reply to your 24 September 1981

letter regarding ideas on using Alaska STAT
for U.S. overseas broadcasting and the collection of foreign
electronic intelligence. We have also received your note of

13 November. While I cannot speak on behalf of VOA, NSA, or

other agencies, I can inform you briefly of our position on

this.

It is my understanding that in the years following
World War II, when FBIS was expanding its activities, Alaska
was considered--albeit only briefly--for a possible moni-
toring site. While a monitoring site in the far north could

points out, FBIS determined at the time that more STAT
southerly locations would provide better all-round moni- '
toring capability for those radios which were of interest to
us. Our existing bureaus, situated further south in the
Northern Hemisphere, offer the additional advantage of being
able to monitor many stations to the south which cannot be
covered as well, or at all, from Alaska.

In short, our experience is that overall coverage
considerations and operational efficiency make it advan-
tageous to do our monitoring from more centrally located
sites in the Far East and West Europe. We would not, of
course, rule out Alaska in the event moves of economy or
changing political climates in those countries where we
presently operate compel us to relocate some of our over-
seas operations.
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The Honorable Ted Stevens, U.S. Senate

Please convey to our appreciation for his
interest in this matter and let me know if I can be of any
further assistance.

Sincerely.,

Director
Enclosure
cc: Mr. Mark Fowler, Chairman, FCC
FBIS/FCS/ (25Nov81l)
Distribution:
Orig - Addressee, w/encl

1 - Mark Fowler, w/encl

1 - C/FCS, w/encl

1 - FCS Chrono, w/encl

1 - C/Ops, w/encls

1 - D/FBIS Chrono, w/encl

1 - FBIS Registry, w/encl
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